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Merry Christmas to all. Hope Santais good to you all and wishing you the best for the new year. May
2009 be bigger and better than 2008. Send in plenty of reports for the newsdetter and put your minds
into planning some really good trips. The calendar is already off to agood start.
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Asthe Discovery wheeled into Barrington Trail | looked with dismay at the locked gate then
to the sign, which read ‘trail closed from June to October’. | knew that thlswould now add 12
klms each way to the trip to the hut but at least it would be :
an easy walk along the road. Since it was Geoff M’strip we
let him decide to continue which he eventually did though
somewhat reluctantly. We happily set off with ample time to
cover the 22 k or more but we knew there would be no time
to dally around though we did take time out to admire some
brumbies as well as side stepping the occasional brown
snake. Our group soon found a lunch spot by the
- ™ Barrington,
. which was
flowing well

to Aeroplane Ridge began to slow some of us
down but we quickly made up the time as we
(@ skirted around Black Swamp & headed into the
Iast Ieg of thej Journey Carey s Peak turnoff
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was soon reached then the big downhill all
the way to the hut arriving around 5 o’ clock.

The hut has a great social atmosphere for us
bushwalkers & since our last very wet visit
in June of 2007 much work had been done to
the fireplace both inside & out. Good to see
that the National Parks & bushwalkers are
getting together to keep the huts functional.
A night of frivolity was had discussing
‘dropbears’ for the benefit of Manuel though it really did not have the desired effect. Except
for Chris who asked what the hell were we talking about !!! The glowworms were prolific as
usual & the night was spent discussing many topics with Nepal at the forefront.

Sunday morning brought an early start for the long march back to the cars, some taping of
heels required to stall the discomfort then hit the track for the big uphill. When we reached the



Carey’ s turnoff we were surprised to see the familiar face of Phil Alley with atroop of Duke
Of Edenborough youths heading for Gloucester Tops. We noticed this particular part of the
Barrington Tops was getting fairly busy with trekkers, having encountered close to 30 over
the 2 days. Next was a quick stop at the Peak for a photo session & to check out the repairsto
the old hut — looking good with lots of new timber. Edwards Swamp trail was chosen for the

return leg & apart from getting wet feet at the Junction Pools crossing the walk back the
vehicles was uneventful arriving around 4pm very tired (and foot sore from the hard long
pounding along the road) but contented to be spending time in amost picturesque area.
Thanksto all for the great company & conversations.

Mick
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Meeting opened at 6.30 pm
< 0
G Songberg, L Butler, G & E Martin, G Stewart, R & P Finlay,
P Humphries, R Bridson, M Wastdll, P Smyth, S & JRothwell, K & R Alley,
M O'Brien
< )
S& Jlrdand
/
As per Eskimo scroll —no business arising
Secretary — Fun Run at Hallidays Point for Lions Club & Bushwalker
magazine
Treasurer — Current balance of $2264.19 with $300 K & C Insurance
to be paid in Jan
* (

The date of the AGM to be changed to first Thursday in July
to correspond with end of financia year
Update event calendar

Meeting closed at 7.00 pm
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It isimperativethat participantsin events contact the organiser before attending an advertised
club event. The organiser then knows how many people areintending to participate and who to
contact in case of cancellations, change of venue or dates etc.

Details of all club activities will be available on the notice board at the Taree Camping, BBQs Galore
shop. Prospective participants can place their name in the space provided so that the organisers can

gain some idea of prospective numbers. Full details of non activities, those sponsored by other
organisations can be obtained from the secretary.

Buoyancy vests are compulsory on the all canoe trips and must be worn at al times while on
the water. Helmets must also be worn on white kayaks water trips.
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9 Thur —Sun, 1,2,3& 4 Jan 09 m
9 Styx River Camping Area on the Point L ookout road

, Ebor & Hyatts Flat 1: 25000
< 2 Bushwalking, Fishing, Car Camping

*

0 Easy and Medium Walks
TBA
National Parks Fees
Mick O’ Brien 6551 2531 or 0400 475 835

( 30 Robert Alley has extended an invitation to anyone who dares to be

adventurous and join the Alley crew in adecent of Bobin Creek. Thisinvolves walking along and in
the creek, swimming across cold mountain pools, climbing over or around 13 waterfalls (or leaping
off) and finally climbing 500 metres up the side of the gorge to get out. Definitely an advanced trip
and you must be sure footed able to climb down waterfalls over slippery rocks and have a head for
heights.

Thisisnot aclub sponsored trip. Do if you dare asit is well worth the experience

* 3 , 00
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9 Sunday 11 January 2009 A—
9 Wallis Lake from Tuncurry
,  Coolongolook 1:25000
< 2 Flat water paddlie on Wallis Lake starting near Boatland Marine Tuncurry we will paddle to

Regatta Island and return. If the tides are right we may go across to the channel and have coffee at
paradise marina before heading back to the start point. Bring a picnic lunch and plenty of drinking
water

* 0 Easytomoderate. You will need akayak or canoe over 3min length.



Boatland Marine launching ramp at Tuncurry. (near the baths) 9:00
Nil
Geoff Martin 6552 5255 at camping shop
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9 24-26 January 2009 k—
9 Myall Lakes starting at Violet Hill

, Myall Lakes, Bombah Point, The Branch 1:25000

< 2 A flat water open lake paddle camping out of the boats. Y ou will need all camping gear,
clothing, food and at least 3 litres of drinking water per day per person stowed in your boat. It isa
good ideato make sure that gear that needs to stay dry does.

We will set out early on Saturday morning from Violet hill camp ground and head down the lake
system through Boolambayte Lake with plenty of rest stops along the way to Leggs Camp and ferry.
From here the plan isto carry on across the top of Bombah Broadwater to the mouth of the Myall river
for the first night camp. Sunday the ideais to cross the western side of the lake before the wind gets up
to the outfall of the Myall River then along the south and east shoreline back up into Boolambayte for
the next camp. Thelast day is a shorter day with time to explore Boolambayte Creek before finishing
back at Violet hill early in the afternoon.

* 0 Easytomoderate. You will need akayak or canoe that can stow all gear in a secured
manner and will till float if it gets swamped.

Violet Hill camp ground Friday night or before 8:00am Saturday
May be National Park camp fees
Geoff Songberg 6557 0052 or 0472 569 050
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9 7 & 8 February
9 South of Merriwa & West of Singleton ﬁ

, Mt Misery & Gungal 1:25000, Merriwa 1:100000,
2 Reconnoitre the exit point for 6-day trek in April. Lightweight overnight backpack

TAN

* 0 Moderate untracked wilderness
Bylong Road turnoff just before Sandy Hollow — time to be set by interested parties
Nil — Share Fuel
Mick O’ Brien 6551 2531 or 0400 475 835
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9 Sunday 22 February ﬁ)
9 Kiwarrak Forest south of Tinonee
, Taree 1:25000

< 2 Mountain Bike ride, aong forest trails (and hopefully not in the creek). Beginners
welcome. 2-3 hours
* 0 EasytoModerate

Meet at 9.00am the grassed area near the entrance of the Taree Tip. Buckets way.

Nil
Greg Stewart 6553 3460
<, 00 :
9 Saturday 28 February E .
9 Hastings River from Y arras to Ellenborough
, Yarras1:25000

< 2 Thisisafull day paddle over about 22km so there will be a need to keep moving at a

steady pace to cover the distance. Worth the trip. If there the water islow or thereis better water
elsewhere the location may change so call first.

* 0 Moderate

Ellenborough reserve off the Oxley Highway at Ellenborough 8:00am for areload of boats
and car shuffle
Nil
Geoff Songberg 6557 0052 or 0427 569 050
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9 14-15 March E .
9 South West Rocks — Trial Bay ﬁ

< 2 Bring your Kayaks for a paddle around the bay or up the Macleay River plus a bushwalk

and lots of campfire fun.
* 0

Camping fees
Geoff Martin 6552 5255 at the camping shop
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9 Saturday 21 March ﬁ
9 Bulga Creek on the Elands Plateau
, Bobin 1:25000

< 2 A steep and rocky walk through thick bush to base of Bulga Falls. Climb up beside fallsto
top, very steep and exposed in places. Some rope work (maybe).
* 0 Advanced and you must be sure footed and have a head for heights.

Call Robert for details
Nil
Robert Alley 6552 4137
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9 7 & 8 February
9 South of Merriwa & West of Singleton ﬁ

, MtMisery & Gungal 1:25000, Merriwa 1:100000,
< 2 Reconnoitre the entry points for 6-day trek in April. Car based camping with long

day walks
* 0 Moderate untracked wilderness

Merriwa Caravan Pk near the river —time to be set by interested parties
Nil — Share Fuel
Mick O’ Brien 6551 2531 or 0400 475 835
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9 Friday 10 to Wednesday 15 April (Easter + 2 days) x
9 Oxley Wild Rivers National Park on the upper Macleay
,  BigHill, Carrai 1:25000
< 2 Thisisapopular get away fromit all trip that we do every few years. It is aleisurely 65km

paddie over 5 days so thereis plenty of time each day for fishing, exploring side creeks, looking out
for wild horses and finding that idyllic camp site. Friday isintended for access to the river and perhaps
going a short distance. Thanks to National Parks enthralment for putting locked gates on old well used
trials access may be difficult.

* 0 Moderate
Georges Junction camping grounds early Friday morning.
Nil
Geoff Songberg 6557 0052 or 0427 569 050
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9 April 19 to 25 (2nd week school hols)
9 South of Merriwa & West of Singleton m
,  MtMisery & Gungal 1:25,000 Merriwa 1:100,000
< 2 Explore the sandstone gorge country carved out by the Goulburn R and it’ s tributaries over

6 easy days (10 km or less p day). Thetrip will follow the ancient aborigina trading route used by
coastal & inland tribes along the riverbed. Many artefacts & stone grinds to be seen as well as the odd
etching & if lucky some rock paintings. Campsites are beside the water with many grassed areas
available. A halfway point food drop will also be available to help cut down on pack weight.

* 0 Moderate untracked wilderness with some up & down when a sidetrack away from the

riverbed is required. Being West of the Great Divide the bush is generally more open than that found
in the coastal forests.
TBA — Car shuffle will have to be organised.

Nil — Share Fue
Mick O'Brien 6551 2531 or 0400 475 835

( , A* , 3
9 9-10 May m
9 Barrington Tops (Pole Blue) & Gloucester Tops (ﬁ@)
,  Barrington Tops & Gloucester Tops 1:25000
< 2 Starting at Pole Blue camping ground explore the nearby trails on aday or short out and

back excursions camping Saturday night at Pole Blue. Sunday iswill be atrek across Barrington tops
via Mt Barrington to Carys Peak and then onto the link trail for a cross country run to Gloucester
Tops. Then not to be undone a fast down hill slalom to the Gloucester River camping area atotal
distance of around 53km. For those that do not ride there are many opportunities for walking along
well marked trails at both Barrington Tops and Gloucester Tops. And for the enthusiast there could
even be a spot of trout fishing.
* 0 Saturday is moderate depending on where people would like to go. Sunday is adventurous as
thelink trail is quite rough in places and may require some bike pushing and/or carrying.

Pole Blue camping ground in Barrington Tops Friday night or Saturday morning before 9am.

Support crew to drive enough carsto pick up riders at Gloucester River or preferably a driver

for every car so we will not have to do a car shuffle.
Geoff Songberg 6557 0052 or 0427 569 050
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A— $20 per day dl inclusive to all club members A—

CLUB PLASTIC CANADIAN, PADDLES, BOUYANCY VESTS AND HELMETS
L osses and damage must be paid for by the user
Enquiries: Geoff 6557 0052

< 16 < 6

For those needing a kayak | have a couple of Bass kayaks (rather wide, short, Slow and very stable)
that | am prepared to offer on loan to club members or participantsin club trips for the same deal
$20 per day al inclusive
Geoff 6557 0052

( ,

Mick O®rien is now operating a new business trading as ( .

For al you canvas and like materia repairs or new makings call Bushcamper aias Mick
Email: bushcamper@hbigpond.com

Unit 3/16 Arkwright Cres

KOLODONG 2430

Phone: 6551 2531 Mobile: 0400 475 835



