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The working party at the hut was quite successful. Thank you to all that could spare time from all their
other endeavours and help out. The grounds have been cleaned up with the fallen trees removed and
the grass cut down to a useable height. A new post added to the fence and wires restrung. Security
screens have been placed over all windowsinstead of replacing the glass. Most of the wood holding
the glass in place was broken so replacing would prove difficult without the windows being rebuilt. At
this stage it is not planned to replace the glass. With the windows once again covered by at least a
close meshed wire gauze and the odour from the dead goanna has virtually dissipated the hut is once
again useable.

There are however afew additional maintenance issues that need to be attended to improve the
amenity of the building. Plans are being put in place to add additional security grills to the windows
and also replace the roof asit is getting very rusty and leaks alittle. To help we are putting a call out to
any benefactors who might be able to help out with some roofing iron. What is needed is 18 sheets
3.9min length of standard corrugated sheeting. It does not matter what colour aslong asit isthe same
profile. Let me know if you can help out.

Geoff



5.

: . * 0<% 0

For those who chose not to take up the offer of afantastic trip to Wilsons Prom in perfect weather here
are just afew of images to make you envious.

Sunrise —
Waterloo Bay
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Chris, Greg and | were the only ones who finally managed to stay with their initial intent and
participate in the paddie about Myall lakes. Although there were quite a few others who said they were
going, for some reason or other people dropped out for other activities leaving only the three of us to
start out Saturday morning form Neranie. There was still the promise of Geoff M and Andrew turning
up on Sunday, the morning after the night before party.

The plan this trip was to try a reverse of what was attempted the year before so while the weather was
calm we headed off across the middle of the lake to a point on the western side for afirst leg stretch. It
was then around the point, through the black swans to the first in a series of island hoppings. What
from a distance looked like impenetrable bush all around the island proved to be the tree canopy that
came almost down to the waterline. It was easy to duck in underneath to discover a wonderful
rainforest complete with moss covered rocks, stinging trees, vines,epiphytes and ferns. It was a stark
contrast to every other shoreline about the lake.

As we continued down across the lake, from island to island, towards Violet Hill it looked like the
heavens might open up and deluge upon us if the dark clouds continued their march east. There were
some pessimistic thoughts of a damp camp that night but | assured the others that the weather would
be perfect and to concentrate on only the blue skies to the east and not ook at the dark storm clouds to
the west. It was almost if a line had been drawn

over our heads. One side was blue sky and the

other black clouds. There was even rain faling

over on the western shores of the lake.

Rather than camp at the crowded Violet hill camp

ground we headed south onto the other shore to

another camp ground just a few kilometres away.

The decision proved perfect as the grounds were

only accessible by boat and there was one vacant

set way from most other campers. We had

relaxing afternoon, pleasant evening watching the

sun set across the water and a quiet bush setting,

after the boating enthusiast finaly stopped, as a

conclusion to first of what was to be three perfect

days.

Sunday dawned with the promise of Geoff M phoning (yes there was mobile coverage) to say they
were at Violet Hill and ready to join up with us. As it wasn't all that far to the next camp site we
decided to head up to Booloombayat creek around one side of an island and come back to Violet hill
on the other side. It was quite a contrast in the creek as the water coming down had a lot of fresh in it
so it was colder than the balmy waters of the lake. After travelling across the wide open expanse of the
lake it was quite a different experience passing through the close confines of the creek with the
bottlebrush in flower spreading a sweet honey fragrance across the water. Water liliesin flower added
asurprising contrast to the densely vegetated banks.

By lunch time there was still no contact from

Geoff M so we headed back to Violet Hill and

tried to contact him. At last contact. Yes he

and Andrew had made it and were ahead off us

and already settled in to the next camp spot. It

was just a matter of heading back up the lake

and meeting up. Easier said than done for by

now the north easterly wind was blowing in

earnest and we had to head straight into it. The

narrow passage up from Violet Hill wasn't too

bad as a current seemed be pushing up into the

top lake and carried us along very nicely. We

did manage to get against the lee shore for a

little bit of the way. The last sretch after



rounding the final headland found us confronted with the full force of the north easterly wind and a
very rough lake surface. The easiest option was to put the head down and head straight into it across
the lake to our destination. Asit turned out this was the wisest choice as it did not prove difficult and
we were soon once again in the shelter of the shore and calm waters. Luck was with us again as
campers were packing up and heading home leaving one of the best camp spots vacant. Glasses were
filled with celebratory drinks for Australia Day and after a few of these Greg & Geoff M told ‘boy
jokes' to entertain us al as we sat on a wonderful tree trunk on the shoreline enjoying a spectacular
very colourful sunset across the lake. Bliss!
Monday, the day once again dawned bright and sunny. After a leisurely start we headed off along the
foreshore northward towards our final destination. Geoff M and Andrew tagged along until we
reached the first headland from which we had to swing eastward whereas they were heading out across
the lake westward towards the islands to get alook in on the rainforest. Their plan was to head back
viathe idands to Violet hill and perhaps a bit beyond before heading home. Chris Greg and | headed
into the breeze towards an old limestone mine and cave. The name “A Legge’ still viewable in the
rock face, carved in 1939. From hear it was around the last headland and across the end of the lake to
the eastern shore in what we thought was going
to be atrip out of the north easterly wind which
usually blew with considerable strength by this
time of the day. The breeze however dropped
and the lake was like glass as we glided across
the surface in the heat. Just before we reached
the shoreline and a sandy beach a breeze did
spring up but from the south. Greg was almost
beside himself as perhaps he could have a
tailwind back to Neranie and try out his sail. So
after a bit of a snack Greg proudly displayed is
sail and headed across the lake powered by the
wind. Chris and | gave him a 15 minute head
start and followed along foreshore to see what
the east side of the lake had to offer. The wind
apparently wasn't powerful enough to propel Greg at great speed for we managed to catch up and by
the time we go to the top end of the lake the waves were almost big enough to give a bit of a surfing
push with very little paddling effort. Greg however was still quite pleased with the result and was
aready planning the modifications.
Overall apositively great weekend.

Geoff
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The creek this time around was flowing with crystal clear water, thanks to the recent rains, as opposed
to our last walk here in October 06 in the grip of drought. We followed the watercourse for a couple of
hours until it was time to check out my level of fitness, by way of akilometre long firetrail that
continued upwards for 300 metres. | did mention in the trip notes that it would be moderate with
STEEP sections.

We lunched at the top of the climb amidst the incessant leeches but still very happy once again to be
out in the bush. The walk back to the vehicles was mostly downhill covering atota of 15 km for the
day. Highlights included a wonga pigeon, three joe blakes, a previously undiscovered waterfall plus
much diverse & healthy vegetation.

Mick
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Meeting opened at 7.00 pm

7 /
G Songberg, B & P Finlay, G Martin, M McDonad, J Y arrington, G Stewart,
J& Slreland, M O’ Brien
7 +
| Winkley, L Butler
As per Eskimo scroll —no business arising
+
President Geoff M would like to see more new members — recruitment drive
necessary before our numbers start to dwindle. Thanks to Pam H for mesh
covering windows of Capara Hut.
The working bee at the hut in Feb produced a more secure situation than
previously with repairs to fencing & windows. Grass was mown & wood
chopped — Thanks to Kathryn B & NPWS.
Insurance time again with Mick O being nominated to fill in the Questionnaire.
( &
The event calendar was updated with a tentative Capara Hut revisit
on the Sat before the next walk to Connolly’s Ck.
Meseting closed at 7.45 pm
& * 4
Mick O®rien is now operating a new business trading as& * 4

For al you canvas and like materia repairs or new makings call Bushcamper aias Mick
Email: bushcamper@hbigpond.com

Unit 1/ 4 CaesiaPlace

Taree 2430

Phone: 6551 2531 Mobile: 0400 475 835
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It isimperativethat participantsin events contact the organiser before attending an advertised
club event. The organiser then knows how many people areintending to participate and who to

contact in case of cancellations, change of venue or dates etc.

Details of all club activities will be available on the notice board at the Taree Camping, BBQs Galore
shop. Prospective participants can place their name in the space provided so that the organisers can
gain some idea of prospective numbers. Full details of non activities, those sponsored by other

organisations can be obtained from the secretary.

Buoyancy vests are compulsory on the all canoe trips and must be worn at al times while on

the water. Helmets must also be worn on white kayaks water trips.

? 0: 2 0 2=+ +
Sun 30" March
Connollys Ck on the southern side of Dingo Tops ﬁ
+ Knorrit Flat

7 0 Exploratory walk near the source of the creek & surrounding ridges adjacent Knodingbul
Rd.
( | Moderate untracked (rock scrambling & bush push)

Knodingbul Rd turnoff near Mt George - 9.00 am
Nil
Mick O’ Brien 6551 2531 or 0400 475 835 or names at Snowgum

7 +

+ /1 *
Saturday 5™ April X
on ariver somewhere
+ why bother, been there before and know the river.
7 0 could beflat could be white water, let’s just see what providence provides
( / somewhere between easy and advanced
yet to be determined you will have to ring to find out.
Nil
Geoff Songberg 6557 0052

7 2

Sun 6™ April m



Somewhere with Les
+ Could be

7 0 Day walk along Coates Road to the lookout and presumably return, or maybe not
(remember Picnic at Hanging Rock)!

« /
Blackbutt Road
Nil
Les Butler 6553 2042
? 0: 2 2<  + +
Sun 13" April m
Tirril Ck Flora Reserve

+ Kokomerican
7 0 Day walk of main gorge — old growth forest, cascades & swimming holes
( / Moderate —some rock hopping
Blue Mtn Ck Rd (southern end) & Knodingbul Rd - 9.30 am
Nil
Mick O'Brien 6551 2531 or 0400 475 835 or names at Showgum

/ , o+ = (
April School Holidays — after Easter — 19" to 26™ April
Kaputar National Pk - Narrabri m

+ Kaputar, Coryah, Grattai 1:25,000
7 0 4- 5 day backpack beginning from the summit of Mt Kaputar on Sun 20" & following the

ridgeline north to Killarney Gap. (food drop / safety vehicle). Then on to Waa Gorge via Ginns &
Grattai Mtns. A day walk on Fri 25" around the Gorge area completes the trip.

( / Difficult with steep rugged terrain & limited water. Wilderness area only with no walking /
firetrails. Fitness training for min 3 months beforehand.
On Sat night 19 April at Split Rock Dam campground (North of Manilla). Travel together (car

pool). Minimum 3 cars needed for shuffle.
Some minimal costs involved

Mick O’ Brien 6551 2531 or 0400 475 835 or names at Snowgum
: 2 *+
3I‘d & 4th May ':l m
Trail Bay Gaol at South West Rocks
7 0 Paddling and kayak surfingin Trial Bay and awalk across the headlands to the lighthouse

( /I EBasy
Trial Bay Gaol camping area



NP camping fees apply, see the office at the Gaol
Geoff Martin 6552 5255 at the Camping Shop

2 + /1]
Sat 10" May k—

Lake Cathie — Lake Innes

7 0 Day paddle on the quite waterways of Lake Cathie and Lake Innes. Have alook around the
old Innes homestead ruins. Picnic lunch on the shores of the lake.
( [/ Easyif youcanpaddleinastraight line
car park at Lake Cathie northern side of bridge eastern side of road 9:00am.
Nil
Geoff Songberg 6557 0052

A I ( 2
Sunday 18 May m
Mt Goonook - Lansdowne
+ Bobin 1:25000
7 0 Make our own way to the top of Mt Goonook for spectacular views of Killabakh valley and
L ansdowne escarpment.
( / Mediumgrade. Reasonable level of fitness
9:00am at the corner of Yarrat Rd and Taylors Rd (Goonook Nature Reserve sign) for a short
drive to start of walk.
Nil
Stuart or Jenny Ireland 6552 6574

& + =( + 2

24— 25 May m
Barrington Tops (Pole Blue) & Gloucester Tops (ﬁ@)

+ Barrington Tops & Gloucester Tops 1:25000
7 0 Starting at Pole Blue camping ground explore the nearby trails on aday or short out and

back excursions camping Saturday night at Pole Blue. Sunday iswill be atrek across Barrington tops
to Carys Peak and then onto the link trail for a 20km cross country run to Gloucester Tops. Then not to
be undone afast down hill dalom to the Gloucester River camping area atotal distance of around
40km. For those that do not ride there are many opportunities for walking along well marked trails at
both Barrington Tops and Gloucester Tops. And for the enthusiast there could even be a spot of trout
fishing.
( / Saturday is moderate depending on where people would like to go. Sunday is adventurous as
thelink trail is quite rough in places and may require some bike pushing and/or carrying.

Pole Blue camping ground in Barrington Tops Friday night or Saturday morning before 9am.

Support crew to drive enough carsto pick up riders at Gloucester River or preferably a driver

for every car so we will not have to do a car shuffle.
Geoff Songberg 6557 0052

10



# $ * 4 +, - +*

1 0: / =& 1] B /
Fri 6™ June to Mon 9™ June Queens Birthday W/E
Apdey Gorge at Budds Mare & Riverside Campgrounds ﬁ
Rowleys Creek
7 0 Car based camping with day or o/n packwalks — maybe some canoeing
( / Easy

Budds Mare camping area Fri night/Sat morn

+

Permit and Camping Fees required
Mick O'Brien 6551 2531 or 0400 475 835 or names at Snogum

" ki
Saturday 15 June

Koorainghat State Forest. Exploring in our own back yard
+ Taree 1:25000
7 0 A /2 day walk through the Koorainghat State Forest. The forest has varied terrain and is

easily accessed using single track MTB trails and fire trails.
( / Easy/ Moderate Some hills

Meet at the grassed area outside the Taree Tip. At 9.00am
Nil
Greg Stewart 6553 3460

( & 2
Saturday Sunday 21-22 June ﬁ
Gloucester
+ Gloucester 1:25000

7 0 Wewill meet at Gloucester camping area on Friday night or Saturday morning for a

weekend campout. Saturday morning we will set out on the northern end of the buckets at around 9am
and climb to the trig station. The view from here on afine day is spectacular. Wewill return to camp
and a campfire dinner with Greg, Mick and Geoff on guitar. Sunday Starting at 8.30 we follow Geoff
Martin as he tries to find Thunderbolts cave again after about 40 something years.

( | Moderate—we will not be working too hard but some sections are testing.
Gloucester campground 8.30am each morning
Nil
Geoff Martin 65525255 or worldadv@ozemail.com.au

11
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| am contemplating a bike trip in Victoria going along a couple of their rail trials. One isfrom Bright
to Wangaratta, a distance of about 85km with a 30km detour, aong another line, to Beechworth. The
other trail is about 40km along the banks of the Hume Dam. If anyone is interested please let me
know. There needs to be at |east two vehicles so that car support can be organised if only on a shuffle
system. Ideally a support crew would be preferred if someone would like to visit the area and do other
activities. The trip would be travel down one weekend, tour during the next week and return the

following weekend. The timing of the event at this stage is during the October school holidays.
Geoff Songberg 6557 0052

. 8 & 7 5 .
A— $20 per day al inclusive to all club members A—

CLUB PLASTIC CANADIAN, PADDLES, BOUYANCY VESTSAND HELMETS
L osses and damage must be paid for by the user
Enquiries: Geoff 6557 0052

7 95 7 5

For those needing a kayak | have a couple of Bass kayaks (rather wide, short, low and very stable)
that | am prepared to offer on loan to club members or participantsin club trips for the same deal
$20 per day al inclusive
Geoff 6557 0052
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