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& % Unfortunately it is that time of the year again. The club needs money to even exist

mostly due to the need for insurances. Largely based on last year's costs we are not expecting any
increase in the insurance costs so the membership fees have been kept at last year’s level. Please send
your dues in as quickly as possible as we are expecting the first large bill in the next month or two. If
you have only just joined the club within the last few months then your membership will carry over for
the next financia year.
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Sunday 11 March saw Stuart and Jenny
arrived late to the rendezvous point at Blue
Mountain Creek Road closely followed by
Mick and Pam, very closely followed on the
end of a snatch strap. We met them broken
down by the side of the road about 5 km short
of the meeting point. Geoff was worried and
had been for adrive around the areato seeif
he could find any misplaced hikers. Eventualy
all was sorted out and we got underway and
enjoyed aleisurely walk down Tirril Creek
coming down to farming land. The day was
fine but not warm enough to swim. Geoff, :
Mick, Pam, Stuart and Jenny attended. The day ended with Mick driving a bit and resting a blt and
driving a bit and eventually leaving the Subi by the side of the road to be retrieved the next day. It did
make an interesting conversation point though.

Stuart
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A stunning clear blue sky autumn day provided a perfect opportunity for an easy May walk
through the littoral rainforest reserves of Hallidays Point.

Neville, Pam, Les, Wanda, Eve, Helen and Alan met up at the BBQ area behind Black Head
Beach and headed north up the beach to the southern beach access to Beachfront Caravan
Park. Time to turn southward through Black Head Flora Reserve behind the dune to view an
ongoing bush regeneration project by the Manning Coastcare Volunteers. This group took out
the 2006 Australian National Landcare Award for work on this and other sitesin our area, and
it is not hard to see why. Heaps of work has been done in thisimpressive reserve (with lots
still to do, particularly on asparagus fern). We made a loop through the towering flooded
gums and corkwoods, checked out some endangered corky vine, and munched on some gin



and tonic berries, which attracted a mixed report card. A misleading name, as we all walked
away stone cold sober.

Back up the beach to Red Head, watching asmall pod of
dolphins cruising up aongside us, with amorning tea stop at
the Pursch’s (I did say thiswas an easy walk....) and a quick
check of Red Head reserve, including another endangered
plant (senna acclinis). We also inspected a 10 year old
planting of koalaforage trees, and eagle eyed Helen spotted a
koalaforaging! Well, snoozing, actually, but she did open an
eye and have a stretch to keep us entertained.

Another side loop through an old banana plantation in the
middle of Red Head Rainforest Reserve (the Lands
Department allowed some pretty weird things 50 years ago)
to inspect some more very encouraging rainforest
regeneration outcomes, then astroll up picturesque Shelly Beach. We made a short detour to
view araised beach, formed when sea levels were temporarily higher 5 to 8,000 years ago,
now featuring some fine sandpaper figs growing through the ocean smoothed pebbles. Back
down the beach to check out the Crying Tree, a mangrove tree growing on the rocks with its
roots washed by the Pacific Ocean. Thistreeis very significant to the Worimi people, and has
its own creation Dreaming story.

Here the group split, with half scrambling over the rocky headland back to Black Head Beach,
and the other half following the eastern track through the Red Head littoral rainforest. We
then walked back through the reserve behind the northern end of Black Head Beach, snacking
on some berries of the beach bird’ s eye bush on the way. Back at the BBQ areawe fired up
the BBQ and cooked lunch, then walked to Black Head headland to do another rainforest
loop, including a detour to Pebbly Beach. Highlights here were another couple of sites of
Aboriginal significance, and some beautiful brush boxes and python trees on the rainforest
walk behind Back Beach, before completing the loop at the Bowling Club.

OK, soitwasavery easy walk, but we al enjoyed it, and we don’t have anything to prove...
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Mick, Dave, Steve, Geoff, Dean, Jenny and
Stuart al arrived at Dawson Springs on
Friday at different times of the day. Mick had
done preliminary explorations of the area and
was tuning up his GPS for the days ahead.
We arrived at awell set out camping ground
with individual areas and most of them
occupied with campers. Best of all wasthe
hot showers and electricity. Saturday
morning saw us all packing backpacks and
talking about how much water we would
need to carry. Car shuffles were completed
and the walk commenced at Mt Lindsay. We
headed to the distant ridge to the east. It was
pleasant hiking along the ridgeline with some T e —
deviations for patches of scrub. Eventually we arrived at the bottom of the gully to find very little




water and what was there did not look too inviting. We did come across some pools with water

seeping through the gravel and thirst was
calling so after some discussion it was passed
fit to drink.

We had all underestimated how hot it was
and how much water was required so water
was replenished. We followed the creek
downwards and came to aremarkable
formation where the water had eroded
smooth edges in the walls and channelled
around a corner into a plunge pool. The
effect was very much like a giant water slide,
only the water was missing. A pleasant camp
site was found and Dean, Stuart and Geoff

continued on down the creek to Kurrawonga Falls on Horsearm Creek. The fal is about 60 metres
high. A large pool at the bottom looked inviting as we looked over the edge but the day had been long

and tiring and the gorge too deep. Everyone was into bed early asit had been along day and a b|t

slower travelling than was planned and the
legs were tired.

The next morning saw most trekking down
to look at the falls and then return to the
camp site to collect the gear and head off up
the bank opposite to take us up and over to
Horsearm Creek. After reaching the creek
we followed it up to come to Archie Scutt’s
hut. It was one of two builtin 1930'sand
only this one has survived time and fires.
Archie was not there but his ghost seemed
to belurking nearby. It isatypica early
settler’s hut with one room and dirt floors
with a corrugated iron fireplace at one end.
After aleisurely exploration of the hut and
surrounds we set off for the car park. Asthe
brochure says, “It’ s al uphill for the return”. Dean
set a cracking pace on the return, that only the young
can do. Late afternoon saw us arriving at the cars
and a short drive provided us with hot showers, hot
drinks and liquid refreshment. After much
discussion about how much water we didn’t take
with us and how much we would take the next day
we settled in for some time around the fire that Steve
got going, had a yarn about the two days and the
highlights and then into bed as the temperature was
getting alittle cool.




We dll set off on Monday morning to move to the other end of the Nationa Park at Killarney Gap after
ashort stop and shop in Narrabri. Mick promised us an easy
day with only afive kilometre walk before the camp site. He
was close to the distance but did not mention the height. After
astruggle up avery steep fence line we arrived at thetop to a
magnificent view looking out over the western plains past
Narrabri aswell as back onto Mt Kaputar and Mt Lindsay. We
then left our 5 litre emergency supply of water and made for
the base of the Gins Mountain. We eventually arrived at the
saddle leading to the Gins which was littered with fallen
branches. We decided on taking the risk with the branches as
there really was nowhere else to pitch a tent. Geoff, Dean and
Stuart set off down the gully to explore for water but none was

to be found. When the wind came up during
the night and the branches started groaning
it was very disconcerting laying in the tent
wondering if abranch was going to come
our way. Luckily we all survived the night.
The plan wasto climb to the top of the Gins
Mountain. Mick was suffering from bullae
syndrome and stayed in camp along with
Steve and Jenny who all had aleisurely
time while Geoff, Dean, Stuart and Dave

went in search of a path to the top. Unfortunately no path was found, only a very steep rock scramble

amost good enough to be called rock climbing. The summit provided spectacular views acrossto

interesting rock formations that left little for the imagination. The descent proved to be less of atask

than expected and soon we were all underway for the return to the car park in Killarney Gap. Jenny

found the descent too steep on the return and Geoff helped out by carrying her pack down the tricky

bit. He said it was worth at |east one meal back home. Jenny took the “lowest centre of gravity”

approach down the loose parts. The best

part was to come, all downhill to the cars.

After arrival at the car park and the

removal of boots and cups of teawe

decided on heading for Split Rock Dam to

camp the night as we knew there were hot

showers and plenty of space. Once there

we settled down to afew drinks and plenty

of talk about the last four days, how Mick’

feet were, how much water we needed to

take, where to next time, what Mick rates

as an easy walk and al of that usua talk.

A great four days was spent exploring

what isagreat piece of landform.



If anyone would like to have a trip report or advertisement etc published in the newsletter, | would be
grateful to receive them. Y ou can post any material to the club address, give it to Geoff Martin at the
Taree Camping shop, email to me or deliver to 1 Apple Tree Street Wingham 2429. Keep everyone
informed, let people know how good the trip was so that other people will attend and make future
activities even more rewarding for al.

Geoff (Ed)
& / /
Meeting opened at 7.05 pm
7 . M O'Brien, S& Jlreland, R & P Finlay, G Songberg,
D & JWard, R Alley, P Gallagher, G Martin, S & J Rothwell, K Brown, G Jones,
J Dent, P Humphries, L Butler.
7 % | Winkley, G Stewart
- AGM Jun 06 — As per Eskimo Scroll — No business arising.
GM Mar 07 — As per Eskimo Scroll — No business arising.
% Treasurer: Judy reported the club finances to be in a much better position than the

previous year, currently $ 925.73 with all expenses up to date and members subscriptions for the
current year expected over the next two months.

Secretary: The Federation insurance questionnaire had been posted.

5 && Returning Officer: Geoff Songberg

The following positions were filled with eager volunteers and jubilant nominees!
President: Geoff Martin Vice President: LesButler

Secretary: Mick O'Brien Treasurer: Judy Ward

Trip Convenor: Geoff Martin Editor: Geoff Songberg

Publicity Officers: Taree: Jen Ireland Great Lakes: Andrew Blatch

* ( Membership fees will remain unchanged except for areduction to the rate

applied to the second member at same address — from $35 to $30.

Geoff M presented those at the meeting with a proposed layout for a club website. A viable web site
should be ready by the next meeting in September for afinal review and perhaps approval. Mick O &
Geoff M to check sizes for downloads/uploads etc & pricing. Bushwalking logo to be sourced for title
page. The event calendar was updated.

Meeting closed at 7.35 pm
( &%

Mick O®rien is now operating a new business trading as ( &%

For al you canvas and like material repairs or new makings call Bushcamper alias Mick
Email: bushcamper@hbigpond.com

Unit 1/ 4 CaesiaPlace

Taree 2430

Phone: 6551 2531 Mobile: 0400 475 835
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It isimperativethat participantsin events contact the organiser before attending an advertised
club event. The organiser then knows how many people areintending to participate and who to
contact in case of cancellations, change of venue or dates etc.

Details of all club activities will be available on the notice board at the Taree Camping, BBQs Galore
shop. Prospective participants can place their name in the space provided so that the organisers can
gain some idea of prospective numbers. Full details of non activities, those sponsored by other
organisations can be obtained from the secretary.

Buoyancy vests are compulsory on the all canoe trips and must be worn at al times while on
the water. Helmets must also be worn on white kayaks water trips.
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Saturday 16 Sunday 17 and if you want Monday 18 June m
Gloucester and Barrington Tops
% Gloucester Tops and Barrington Tops 1:25,000
7 | Camp at Gloucester river camp areain the Nationa Park on Friday night. Leave from the

locked gate at 8.30am for atwenty Kilometre walk to Wombat flat then on to Selby Alley hut for the
night. For those that can only attend for two days your party will depart Sunday morning for the return
trip to Gloucester Tops. For those that can spare an extra day Sunday we are exploring the area around
the hut and the nearby sections of Barrington Tops. We will do the return trek to Gloucester Tops on
the Monday. Quite afew have expressed an interest in both the 2 and 3 day events so there should be
plenty of company the first day and at |east afew other people to talk to the remainder of the time on

either version.
* . Moderate but taxing

Gloucester River camping area on Friday night.
Nil or share car costs
Geoff Martin 6552 5255 at the Camping Shop

2 . W -?; 2 @
Sunday June 24th (%)
Wallabi Point/ Khappinghat National Park and Kiwarrik State Forest
% 1:25,000 Cundletown, Hallidays Point, Taree

7 | Easy ride through the Trails within the Khappinghat National Park and Kiwarrik State

Forest. Using formed roads and trails. 2.3 hrs will allow us to cover alot of ground. Stopping for
Morning Tea. BBQ lunch at Saltwater for anyone interested (bring your own lunch)

* . Easy pace, Moderate distance ride
3 Ocean Drive Wallabi Point Leaving 10.00am
Nil other than bring your own morning Tea and Lunch
Greg Stewart W 65929625 H 65533460
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Saturday 21% July
Capara Hut

% 1:25000 Kerriki

7 [ As it is the middle of winter there is not likely to be any wanderings up the creek. There

however might be some walking to lookouts in the area or a bike ride. Come prepared. Whatever
happens this is a'ways one of the better, more enjoyable activities on the club calendar. Definitely no
experience needed though a good red wine doesn't go wrong during the evening. Camp the night if
you wish, breakfast is also on the menu.
* . Easy
At Caparra hut when you get there
Food catering $15 per head for dinner and breakfast or $10 for just dinner, BY O drinks.

Please make payment early to Geoff at the shop so he will know numbers for catering.
Geoff Martin 6552 5255 at the camping shop

- B

28"/29" July . { m

Port Macquarie
% Port Macquarie
7 /: Sat 28: Stage 1: Day paddle. Approx 14 km. Limeburner’s Creek. Bring lunch in water
proof container and adequate drinking water for the day.
Sat 28: Stage 2: Dinner at alocal restaurant. Choices range from the local fish and chip
shop upwards.
Sun 29: Stage 3: Coastal walk from Tacking Point Lighthouse to Town Beach and
return. Approx 15 km return. The walk passes through National Estate rainforest and
along 6 of Port’s coastal beaches. Even the chance of coffee alfresco on the beach.
Comefor al stages, two stages or, one stage, no team entries permitted, the choice isyours.
* . Easy.
Saturday 28 stage 1- 9:30 am. At the park adjacent to Settlement Point Ferry. (We will paddle
across the Hastings River).
Saturday 28 stage 2- 6:30 at restaurant to be decided by the paddling crew and or those who
wish to participate
Sunday 29 state 3: Tacking Point Lighthouse. 8:00 am.
Nil except for food costs: Dinner Sat evening. Coffee at Town Beach Sun morning

Chris Dennis; 6582 3111.

-
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Sunday 5" August m



The Bucketts west of Gloucester
% 1:25000 Gloucester
7 / Climb to the top of the Bucketts and perhaps explore a bit along the ridge line to the south.

There is also Bucketts decent planned for this trip, assuming you don't want to stay on top
indefinitely. Thereis aformed trail to the top.
* . Relatively easy asfar as going up is concerned.

Gloucester park opposite the bowling club behind the NRMA garage 9:00am
Nil — bring a cut lunch and drinking water for the day.
Geoff Songberg 6557 0052

(
Sunday 19" August m
North Brother Mtn at Laurieton
% 1:25000 Laurieton
7 / Climb to the top of North Brother Mtn along the formed walking trail. For those who can

organise themselves a car at the top then you will not have to do the decent. For the rest of usit is back
down. If time permits also walk out onto the Camden headland.

* . Relatively easy asfar as going up is concerned.

9:30 am at the boat ramp on the eastern end of Laurie Street. Turn left at the movie
theatre. If you are going to climb a mountain you might as well start at the bottom.

Nil — bring a cut lunch and drinking water for the day.

Geoff Songberg 6557 0052

% & !

(
Sunday 2™ September m

Middle Brother Mtn near Johns River

% 1:25000 Lorne

7 [ Thisisabash in name only as the walk is about 15km along fire trails from Rossglen rest
areato the top of the mountain and return. The route also includes “the Bird Tree”.
* . Moderate

Rossglen road just off the highway. The road is just before the rest area on the western
side of the highway afew hundred metres before the Stuarts River Bridge 9:30am

Nil — bring a cut lunch and drinking water for the day.

Jen & Stuart Ireland 6552 6574
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Saturday 8" September m



South Brother Mtn near Moorland.
% 1:25000 Lorne and Coopernook
7 | Thisisthefinal in the Three Brother Mountains trifecta.
* . Moderate. Generally abit of a scramble and bush bash in places.
9:00am at the tennis courts in Moorland.
Nil — bring a cut lunch and drinking water for the day.
Don Ward 6552 5837

Saturday, Sunday 15, 16 September ﬁ
Diamond Head and North Brother Mountain, camping at Kylies beach
% 1:25000 Laurieton

7 / Lots of waking up and down hills and mountains over a lot of steps. All those going to

China are encouraged to turn up especidly if you feel the need for extra training or just to test
yourself. First walk (for the slackards) is 2:00pm after a late morning camp set up. For the early birds
their can be atrip around the mountain before lunch. Sunday morning start no later than 9:00am for a
quick trip up North Brother Mtn only to turn around and do it again. Lunch is on top after the second
ascent. You can then depart from home if you can organise yourself avehicle at the top otherwiseit is
back down before departing.

* . Nottoo hard if you'refit enough but plenty of it.
Kylies beach camping area south of diamond head Saturday morning.
National Park camping fees will apply
Geoff Martin 6552 5255 at the camping shop

A fair contingent from the club will be going on one of Geoff Martin’s world adventure tours. This
oneisthrough Chinaand Tibet. If there are to be any activities during October then those that were not
quick enough to get on the Chinatour will need to organise said activity. | will need the details for the
next Scroll due out in early September. Geoff

5" %

D - E 1.

If you are interested in a possible trip exploring/ bushwalking in Wilson® Promontory for 1 week in
January 2008 contact Chris Dennis: 6582 3111.

R 8 ( 7 5 .
A— $20 per day al inclusive to all club members A—

CLUB PLASTIC CANADIAN, PADDLES, BOUYANCY VESTSAND HELMETS
L osses and damage must be paid for by the user
Enquiries: Geoff 6557 0052
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